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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an agent for reducing the neural cell toxicity of B-amyloid 
protein by using polyphenols contained in tea, especially tea catechins/ theaflavins, having storing 
activities for reducing the neural cell toxicity of the 6-amyloid protein. 

SOLUTION: The tea polyphenols used herein comprise tea catechins and theaflavins, and are used 
singly or in combinations. The tea catechins and theaflavins comprise a least one kind of epicatechin 
gallate, epigallocatechin gallate, thioflavin monogallate, theaflavin monogallate B and theaflavin 
digallate, and are obtained by extracting tea leaves with hot water, methanol, etc., dissolving the 
obtained extract solution in an organic solvent, evaporating off the organic solvent, and subsequently 
subjecting the residue to a high performance liquid chromatography. The agent for reducing the neural 
cell toxicity of the B-amyloid protein may be used singly or suitable together with auxiliary components 
in response to purposes. 
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